SOUTH AFRICAN RADIO LEAGUE 
SARL NEWS SUNDAY 14 OCTOBER 2001 


This is Amateur Radio Station ZS6SRL of the South African Radio League, 
the National society for Amateur Radio in South Africa, with its weekly 
news bulletin. This bulletin is also available on the website of the SARL at 
www.sarl.org.za and packet bulletin boards. 


SILENT KEY 


It is with regret that the SARL announces the passing away of Eric Keeton, 
ZS2O0K, due to pneumonia at the age of 87 years in Plumstead. 


Our sincere condolences to his relatives and friends. 

PAUSE. 

Here are the headlines of today’s news: 

WRC-2003 DOMINATES DISCUSSION AT IARU COUNCIL MEETING 
2002 WORLD AMATEUR RADIO DAY TO FOCUS ON TECHNOLOGY 
ITU TELECOM AFRICA 2001 

ANTENNAS AND THE LAW 

CLUB NEWS 

PROPAGATION REPORT 

You are listening to ZS6SRL. The news follows in detail. 

WRC-2003 DOMINATES DISCUSSION AT IARU COUNCIL MEETING 


The Administrative Council of the International Amateur Radio Union met 
on 6-8 October 2001 in Guatemala, following the 14th General Assembly of 
IARU Region 2. The principal business at the Guatemala City meeting was to 
continue preparations for WRC-2003, which has several items of importance to 
the amateur services on its agenda. 


The IARU AC reviewed the status of IARU preparations for WRC-2003 includ- 
ing harmonisation of amateur and broadcasting allocations near 7 MHz, ade- 
quacy of HF broadcasting allocations below 10 MHz, possible revision of Article 
$25 of the international Radio Regulations, changes to terms and definitions 
in Article $1 as a result of amendments to Article $25, review of provisions 
concerning the formation of amateur call signs in Article 519, additional al- 
locations for Little LEO satellites, study of a possible allocation to the earth 
exploration-satellite service for synthetic aperture radars (SARs) near 435 MHz, 
and possible identification of globally harmonised frequency bands for use by 
agencies and organisations dealing with public protection (such as police) and 
disaster relief. 


Recognising that the Morse code continues to be an effective and efficient mode 
of communication used by many thousands of radio amateurs, and that the 
position of Morse as a qualifying criterion for an HF amateur license is no longer 
relevant to the healthy future of amateur radio, the Council resolved that: 


? Member societies are urged to seek, as an interim measure, Morse code testing 
speeds not exceeding five words per minute; and 


? Setting aside any previous relevant decisions, IARU policy is to support the 
removal of Morse code testing as an ITU requirement for an amateur license to 
operate on frequencies below 30 MHz. 


2002 WORLD AMATEUR RADIO DAY TO FOCUS ON TECHNOLOGY 


The theme for World Amateur Radio Day, 18 April 2002 will be “Amateur Radio: 
Continuing Innovation in Communication Technology.” Clubs and individual 
radio amateurs are urged to put on their thinking caps and come up with some 
innovative suggestions on how the day can be celebrated and how new focus on 
the value that Radio Amateurs add to technology development can be created. 
Send your ideas to armi@intekom.co.za or by fax to 012 991 5651. 


ITU TELECOM AFRICA 2001 


This is a reminder that volunteers are needed to man the Amateur Radio stand 
at Africa Telecom from 12 - 16 November at Gallacher Estate, Midrand. If you 
would like to assist, please send your contact information to: iaru@intekom.co.za 
before next weekend. 


To have a peek at what the stand will look like, visit the IARU Website at 
www.iaru-rl.org. 


ANTENNAS and THE LAW 


Remember Tim Ellam VE6SH, one of the IARU Experts, will be delivering a 
lecture on Antennas and the Law at the National Amateur Radio Centre on 
Wednesday 14 November at 18:30 for 19:00. 


To assist with arrangements, please book your seat by sending an Email to 
armi@intekom.co.za or a fax to 012 991 5651. It will help the organisers with 
arrangements and the serving of light snacks. There is no charge for this SARL 
event. 


CQ HOU KOERS 


Remember that CQ Hou Koers of the Voortrekkers takes place this coming 
Saturday 20th October. There are still quite a number of orphan Kommandos 
looking for help from radio amateurs. In the Pretoria area there are two groups 
operative, one at the Voortrekker Monument and the other in Silverton under 
the leadership of Eddie Ras ZR6RAS. 


The programme as well the necessary logsheets are available on the Voortrekkers 
web page at www.voortrekkers.org.za. 


Remember to register with the coordinator at the Voortrekker Monument be- 
tween 09:00 and 10:00 on the call-in frequencies. Contact Louis Kruger at tele- 
phone 012 345 3275 or cell phone 082 336 2597 or Gustav Snyman at telephone 
012 807 1847 or cell phone 083 254 1150 for details of special callsigns. 


JAMBOREE ON THE AIR 


All should now be in order for the 44th Jamboree on the Air, and also on 
the Internet, which will take place over 48 hours starting Saturday 20th Octo- 
ber at 00:00 and ending Sunday the 21st at 24:00. More information on this 
event is available at www.scout.org/jota and about Jamboree on the Internet 

at www.joti.org/en. 


Enjoy the JOTA next weekend! 
BANDPLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING DIVISION 6 


The next meeting of the band planning committee will take place on October 
20 at 09:00 at the NARC. 


Please ensure that your club will be represented especialy if your club has a 
repeater, digipeater, packet or beacon licence and/or is planning to have some- 
thing to this effect. 


OCTOBER RAE 


A total of 138 candidates registered for the forthcoming RAE on 25 October. 
The examination will be written at 16 centres around the country. 


A licence application form accompanies the examination numbers. This form 
must be completed in full and handed to the invigilators. Candidates who fail to 
complete this form in full will neither receive the examination result nor a call 
sign. Invigilators are kindly requested to ensure that these application forms 
are completed in full. 


MINLINDABA 


Clubs are reminded to submit suitable dates for the holding of a mini-Indaba 
to Hans Potgieter ZS6ALJ soonest by fax or e-mail. 


ASSISTANCE NEEDED FOR RADIO ZS 
The editor of Radio ZS needs help with the production of the SARL s magazine. 


The first need is for a circlulation manager. This volunteer will be expected to 
take responsibility for fetching Radio ZS from the printers, arrange for address 
labels to be printed and checked, fill the envelopes and have the magazine bulk- 
mailed. 


The SARL has systems and staff in place to do all this, what is needed is someone 
to co-ordinate and take responsibilty for the total process. 


The second need is for an advertising manager. This person or persons will be 
expected to obtain advertisements for publication in Radio ZS. Advertising is 


very important for keeping down the cost of Radio ZS and is also an important 
source of information for readers. 


If you can help with this, please contact Fritz Sutherland at (012) 997 1114 or 
083 304 0028, or send an e-mail to zs6asf@icon.co.za. Both these numbers and 
the e-mail address also appear on page one of Radio ZS. 


CLUB NEWS 
NEW COMMITTEE FOR MRAK 


The annual general meeting of the Magalies Radio Amateur Club was held at 
the clubhouse in Waverley, Pretoria on the 22nd September. At this meeting 
four committee members for the present year were elected. The intention was 
that additional members would be co- opted by the committee as required. The 
elected members are: Fritz Sutherland, ZS6ASF, Chairman; Johan Lehmann, 
ZR6ANF, Vice Chairman and Chairman of the Technical Committee; Herman 
Ebersohn, ZR6FUN, Secretary; Jannie de Beer, ZR6PHD, Treasurer. Die follow- 
ing members were then co-opted: Pieter Scholtz, ZS6LC as Editor of Teenspan- 
ning; Tia Seymore, ZR6TA, as committee member for social matters; Adanus 
Seymore, ZR6SDS, as additional commiittee member. 


The committee thanks the retiring committee members for their service to the 
club during the past year. 


RUSTENBURG AMATEUR RADIO CLUB AGM 


The Rustenburg Amateur Radio Club will be holding its AGM at the Protea 
Park primary school on 27 October at 15:00. 


As usual the meeting will be followed by a nice social. Those interested in 
attending are requested to book since the club will provide the eats and they 
must know for how many to cater. They do however request that the ladies of 
the club please bring a salad. 


Please also bring along your own RF. 
To make a reservation please contact OM Hans, ZS6ALJ 
WEST RAND BOOT SALE 


The West Rand Amateur Radio Club will have a boot sale at their clubhouse in 
Kroton Ave, Weltevredenpark on Saturday 27th October 2001. The gates will 
open at 12 noon and the vendors and public are requested to observe the starting 
time of 12 0 clock which specifically targets those amateurs who normally work 
on Saturdays. Vendors are requested to co-operate in this matter by not arriving 
earlier than 12 0 clock. For enquiries phone Bill van Zyl at 011 726-6807. 


CENTURION FLEA MARKET 


The Centurion Amateur Radio Club will be holding a flea market starting 09:00 
on December 1 at their club house at the corner of Duncan and Prospect streets. 


Something to eat, cool drinks etc will be available. 
All are welcome. 

PROPAGATION REPORT 

Ean Retief, ZS1PR reports as follows: 

Conditions were quite good during the past week. 


There was some geomagnetic activity on Friday due to a large solar flare accom- 
panied by a coronal mass ejection. Conditions did however return to normal 
fairly quickly. 


The prognosis for the coming week is also quite rosy. It is expected that the 
already rising solar flux will continue to do so and that a value of 200 will be 
reached by the middle of the week. 


The rise should then continue and a value of 250 or even slightly more over next 
weekend is quite possible. It is also expected that the geomagnetic field will be 
fairly quiet. 

The combination of higher solar flux and a fairly quiet magnetic field holds the 


promise of good HF conditions for the coming week. 


When the solar flux rises, major solar flares are a distinct possibility, but it is 
hoped that the effects of such an outburst would not last too long. 


The SARL News Service invites Clubs and individuals to contribute 
news regarding Amateur Radio to sarlnuus@mweb.co.za with a copy to 
gth@freemail.absa.co.za. It will be highly appreciated if it is done in Afrikaans 
as well as English and send it as early in the week as possible. 


Also join us in the following activities: The President’s Net on Sundays 12:00 
on 7082 kHz; Amateur Radio Mirror International Sundays at 10:00 on 9750 
and 21560 kHz which is repeated Mondays at 20:00 on 3215 kHz. 


We thank all contributors, individuals, clubs and other organisations for contri- 
butions to this bulletin and all stations who so reliably relay the bulletins. This 
bulletin was compiled by George, ZS6NE, and read by..........from . .. .. 


You have been listening to ZS6SRL. 
This bulletin now ends and Sarlnews wishes you a pleasant week. 


Goodbye to all. /EX 


